The Poetry Society of Virginia Contest Rules

Additional Opportumties .
for Virsinia Students « Al PS5V Student Contest categories are ﬁZEE to
2026 Student Contest T igma enter, but classroom or student member- ships
e g : are encouraged.
. oetry Society Prize »  All entries mmst be original and unpublished.
DEADLINE: JANUARY 19, 2026 Sponsored by a Poetry Society of VA member Exclu- Author retains copyright.
sively for Virginia students m Grades 6-3 *  Submit only one poem per student in each eligi-
. 5 Ay form. ble category.
Categories 5-1 through 5-5 and The 'ka]?r' Prize Subject: Sports + No ;150]11-1}1}']15 entered more than once.
are upen to any student locally or internationally. or other challenge you faced 35 line lomut. *  Ppems that have previously won an award in The
] S o o Awards: §25, $15, $10 Poetry Society of Virginia contest are not eligible
Amy form. Amy subject. 33 e limit »  The Virginia Student Prize . Pooms subeitted to fhe PSV Student Contest
Aorards: §25, $15, $10 Sponsored by 2 Poetry Society of VA Member Fx- camot be submitted to the PSV Adult Con- test.
. clusively for Virgmia students in Grades 9-12 »  Poems must be predominantly in English: a few
g Ay £ Anj-ih?rT;;EEI ) Any form Any subject. 40 Ime lint. foreign words are acceptable.
v IoTm. v sunect. TN Awzards: 1501 Hm nu . :
Awards $25, $15, $10 iﬂd;emmsi are presented anonymously to the
. . Spoken Word Prize ! '
. 5-3 Grades T-8 Exchusively for Virginia students. 3 min. maximum
Amy formn. Amy subject. 35 Ine hmat (. 3gp or MP4)
Awards $25, $15, §10 Submit text of poem or recordmg by contest dead- Submiszzion Gundehines
o e Ime, Tanuary 159th. Tudzmg wnll take place at 2
: iy Spoken Word Zoom Contest m February. Those + W accept elactronic submissions only. Submit
Amny form. Any subject. 40 Ime lnmat who submit will be contacted by email with date of all poetry through Submittable. *
Awrards $25, §15, $10 Foom Euntesr and Zoom details. You are encouraged - Ifyen dl;n"l.' have a Submittable Account,
. &5 Crades 11-12 b parf‘unn live an Zoom, but you may play your mstuctions for creating an account are avail-
Any form. Any sabject. 40 Fins Hunit recording. able here: hitps-//submittable help/en/arti-
2 e . First prize only: §25. cles 794012 B-gatting-started-as-a-new-submitter

Awards $25, $15, $10
$25,%15. % +  InSubmittable, search for Poetry Society of

Virgmia or use the “submit” button on our web

. The Jenkinz Prize , : o
Sponsored by Amber, Alyssa, & Anmika JTenkims For page: hTrPEWW Pﬂ'f!h'}’ﬁﬂﬂlliftfﬂfﬁﬂglmﬂ.ﬂrg-
9th and 10th grades »  Follow the directions in Submittabla.

¢ [rwerseas enfrants may receive winming and
honorable mention certificates for printmg via
Zoom.

Any form. Any subject. 40 hne Lt
Awards: §235, §15, 510

DEADLINE: JANUARY 19, 20216

(Edgar Allan Poe’s Birthday)




The Poetry Society of Virgima
Initiatives for Y au.ng['ﬂ-ets

Student PSV Membership Cost: $10.00

Tom at https:/aranw postrysocietyofvirgima org’
Classroom PSV Membership Cost: 510.00

Tomn at https:/wanw poetrysocietyofvirginia. org’

PV Student Contast

Tanuary 19, 2026 1= the deadline for poems. Enter
the contest on PSV's Submattable.

Contact: Cathy Hailey, Chair haileyep/i gmail com

» Touth Poetry Chair Contact: Mathan Fichardson
*Postry in the Schools Contact: Jae Dyche, Chair
jae.dyche @ gmal com
*Young Foets in the Commumity Contact: haileycpia
gmail com and

PS5V YoungPoetsd zmail com

e
CALLING ALL
YOUNG POETS
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Applications are avallable at https./
poetrvsocietvofvirgmia. org vouth-programs).

«Virginia Voices

Virginia Voices 15 a Centenmial mitiative by Angela
Diribben, former Vice President of the Wastern Kegion.
Smece MMay 2022, Vipima Voices has featured twro
PS5V poetfs readmg three poems and answenng thres
questions at 3:30 pm. on the second Wednesday of
each month. Begmning m Fane 2023, Virgmia Voices
has usually featured ome established poet and one
voung poet, beginmng with stodents whowere selectad
as Young Poets m the Commmomity. Contact: Steve
Bucher & Cathy Hailey, Hosts, haileyep/a zmail com

VA Poets Laureate

Current Virgimia Youth PoetLaureate
Elam Spencer

Inaugural Virginia Youth Poet Laureate
Eashvi Eamam

Current Virgimia Poet Laureate

Mattie Quesenberry Smith

The Virgimia Youth Poet Lawreate Program 1s part
of the larger National Youth Poet Lamreate Program:
Urban Word. Teens With a Pupose (TWF) launchad
the maugural Virgmia Youth Poet Laureate Program
in 2023, The Virginia Youth Post Laureate Program
zeaks to identify voung writers who are committed
to crvie and commumity engagement, performance
postry, leadership, and education across the state
of Virginia. For more information, visit the TWP
website: hitps. e tap-themovement. org’
what-we-do/vpl’. The Poetry Society of Virgma
15 a supporiive partuer of Teens With a Pwmpose.
In Morthern Virgmia and Metro DO, Words,
Beats, and Life coordinates local poet laureate
competitions. Visit their website: hitps:/"whline org/.

PSV Resources
for Teachers and Students

For more mformation about The Poetry Society of
Virginia, visit our websita:
hitps-fananw postiysocietyofvrgimia org’

Fecorded readings are available for classroom uss
on our website and at the followmg YouTube chan-
nels (prescreen for age appropratensss):

hitps- e youiube. com
(@virgmiapoatryonline 5270

https2larararyoutube. com
ialpoetrysocietyofruEima 7859 ndeos

2 O 2. 3 and beyond
The Poetry Society of Virginmia
Annual Student Contest

Founded im 1923 at the College of William and
Mary, The Poetry Society of Virgima (F5V) saeks fo
promots the writing and enjoyment of poetry through
a2 wide range of programs and events, offered m
Seven regions across wigima. The Society sponsors
anmual contests for students and adults, wirfual and
m-person readings by members and visitmg posets,
poetry workshops, fastivals and other events for poets
of all ages. Membership in the soctety has growm to
over four hndred, with about fifteen percent from
putside Virgima. The ocrgamzation 1s mstumental
m assistmg the Govemor of Virgma with the
selection of Poet Laureate. An appointed commuttee
makes recommendations fto the orgamization’s
elected President who then forwards nommations
to the Govemor for his final review and decision.
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